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1 So in original. Probably should be capitalized. 

and reporting functions under this section, the Librar-

ian of Congress, the Archivist of the United States, and 

the Director of the Government Publishing Office may 

consult with the National Endowment for the Human-

ities, National Agricultural Library, National Library 

of Medicine, other Federal and State agencies, inter-

national organizations, private publishers, paper manu-

facturers, and other organizations with an interest in 

preservation of books and historical papers.’’ 

§ 510. Specifications in advertisements for paper 

The advertisements for proposals shall specify 

the minimum portion of each quality of paper 

required for either three months, six months, or 

one year, as the Joint Committee on Printing 

determines; but when the minimum portion so 

specified exceeds, in any case, one thousand 

reams, it shall state that proposals will be re-

ceived for one thousand reams or more. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1244.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1954 ed., § 6 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, § 4, 28 Stat. 601). 

§ 511. Opening bids; bonds 

The sealed proposals to furnish paper and en-

velopes shall be opened in the presence of the 

Joint Committee on Printing who shall award 

the contracts to the lowest and best bidder for 

the interest of the Government. The committee 1 

may not consider a proposal that is not accom-

panied by a bond with security or certified 

check in the amount of $5,000, guaranteeing that 

the bidder if his proposal is accepted, will enter 

into a formal contract with the United States to 

furnish the paper or envelopes specified. The 

Committee may not consider a proposal from a 

person unknown to it unless accompanied by 

satisfactory evidence that he is a manufacturer 

of or dealer in the description of paper or enve-

lopes proposed to be furnished. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1244.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 7 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, § 5, 28 Stat. 602; June 16, 1938, ch. 477, § 3, 52 Stat. 761). 

§ 512. Approval of paper contracts; time for per-
formance; bonds 

A contract for furnishing paper is not valid 

until approved by the Joint Committee on 

Printing. The award of a contract for furnishing 

paper shall designate a reasonable time for its 

performance. The contractor shall give bond in 

an amount fixed and approved by the Commit-

tee. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1244.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 8 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, § 6, 28 Stat. 602; Mar. 3, 1917, ch. 163, § 6, 39 Stat. 1121). 

§ 513. Comparison of paper and envelopes with 
standard quality 

The Director of the Government Publishing 

Office shall compare every lot of paper and enve-

lopes delivered by a contractor with the stand-

ard of quality fixed upon by the Joint Commit-

tee on Printing, and may not accept paper or en-

velopes which do not conform to it in every par-

ticular. A lot of delivered paper or envelopes 

which does not conform to the standard of qual-

ity may be accepted by the Committee at a dis-

count that in its opinion is sufficient to protect 

the interests of the Government. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1245; Pub. 

L. 113–235, div. H, title I, § 1301(c)(1), Dec. 16, 2014, 

128 Stat. 2537.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 9 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, § 7, 28 Stat. 602; June 20, 1936, ch. 630, title VIII, § 13, 

49 Stat. 1553). 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–235 substituted ‘‘Director of the 

Government Publishing Office’’ for ‘‘Public Printer’’. 

§ 514. Determination of quality of paper 

The Joint Committee on Printing shall deter-

mine differences of opinion between the Director 

of the Government Publishing Office and a con-

tractor for paper respecting the paper’s quality; 

and the decision of the Committee is final as to 

the United States. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1245; Pub. 

L. 113–235, div. H, title I, § 1301(c)(1), Dec. 16, 2014, 

128 Stat. 2537.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 10 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, § 8, 28 Stat. 602; Mar. 3, 1917, ch. 163, § 6, 39 Stat. 1121). 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–235 substituted ‘‘Director of the 

Government Publishing Office’’ for ‘‘Public Printer’’. 

§ 515. Default of contractor; new contracts and 
purchase in open market 

If a contractor fails to comply with his con-

tract, the Director of the Government Publish-

ing Office shall report the default to the Joint 

Committee on Printing, and under its direction, 

enter into a new contract with the lowest, best, 

and most responsible bidder for the interest of 

the Government among those whose proposals 

were rejected at the last opening of bids, or he 

shall advertise for new proposals, under the reg-

ulations provided by sections 509–517 of this 

title. During the interval that may thus occur 

he may, under the direction of the Joint Com-

mittee on Printing, purchase in open market, at 

the lowest market price, paper necessary for the 

public printing. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1245; Pub. 

L. 113–235, div. H, title I, § 1301(c)(1), Dec. 16, 2014, 

128 Stat. 2537.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 11 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, § 9, 28 Stat. 602; Mar. 3, 1917, ch. 163, § 6, 39 Stat. 1121). 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–235 substituted ‘‘Director of the 

Government Publishing Office’’ for ‘‘Public Printer’’. 

§ 516. Liability of defaulting contractor 

Upon failure to furnish paper, a contractor and 

his sureties shall be responsible for any increase 
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of cost to the Government in procuring a supply 

of the paper consequent upon his default. The 

Director of the Government Publishing Office 

shall report every default, with a full statement 

of all the facts in the case, to the General Coun-

sel for the Department of the Treasury, who 

shall prosecute the defaulting contractor and 

his sureties upon their bond in the district court 

of the United States in the district in which the 

defaulting contractor resides. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1245; Pub. 

L. 113–235, div. H, title I, § 1301(c)(1), Dec. 16, 2014, 

128 Stat. 2537.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 12 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, § 10, 28 Stat. 602; Mar. 3, 1911, ch. 231, § 291, 36 Stat. 

1167; May 10, 1934, ch. 277, § 512(b), 48 Stat. 759). 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–235 substituted ‘‘Director of the 

Government Publishing Office’’ for ‘‘Public Printer’’. 

§ 517. Purchase of paper in open market 

The Joint Committee on Printing may author-

ize the Director of the Government Publishing 

Office to purchase paper in open market when 

they consider the quantity required so small or 

the want so immediate as not to justify adver-

tisement for proposals. 

(Pub. L. 90–620, Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1245; Pub. 

L. 113–235, div. H, title I, § 1301(c)(1), Dec. 16, 2014, 

128 Stat. 2537.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on 44 U.S. Code, 1964 ed., § 13 (Jan. 12, 1895, ch. 

23, § 11, 28 Stat. 602; Mar. 3, 1917, ch. 163, § 6, 39 Stat. 

1121). 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–235 substituted ‘‘Director of the 

Government Publishing Office’’ for ‘‘Public Printer’’. 

CHAPTER 7—CONGRESSIONAL PRINTING 
AND BINDING 

Sec. 

701. ‘‘Usual number’’ of documents and reports; 

distribution of House and Senate documents 

and reports; binding; reports on private 

bills; number of copies printed; distribu-

tion. 

702. Extra copies of documents and reports. 

703. Printing extra copies. 

704. Reprinting bills, laws, and reports from com-

mittees not exceeding fifty pages. 

705. Duplicate orders to print. 

706. Bills and resolutions: number and distribu-

tion. 

707. Bills and resolutions: style and form. 

708. Bills and resolutions: binding sets for Con-

gress. 

709. Public and private laws, postal conventions, 

and treaties. 

710. Copies of Acts furnished to Director of the 

Government Publishing Office. 

711. Printing Acts, joint resolutions, and treaties. 

712. Printing of postal conventions. 

713. Journals of Houses of Congress. 

714. Printing documents for Congress in two or 

more editions; printing of full number and 

allotment of full quota. 

715. Senate and House documents and reports for 

Department of State. 

716. Printing of documents not provided for by 

law. 

Sec. 

717. Appropriation chargeable for printing of doc-

ument or report by order of Congress. 

718. Lapse of authority to print. 

719. Classification and numbering of publications 

ordered printed by Congress; designation of 

publications of departments; printing of 

committee hearings. 

720. Senate and House Manuals. 

721. Congressional Directory. 

722. Congressional Directory: sale. 

723. Memorial addresses: preparation; distribu-

tion. 

724. Memorial addresses: illustrations. 

725. Statement of appropriations; ‘‘usual num-

ber’’. 

726. Printing for committees of Congress. 

727. Committee reports: indexing and binding. 

728. United States Statutes at Large: distribution. 

729. United States Statutes at Large: references 

in margins. 

730. Distribution of documents to Members of 

Congress. 

731. Allotments of public documents printed after 

expiration of terms of Members of Congress; 

rights of retiring Members to documents. 

732. Time for distribution of documents by Mem-

bers of Congress extended. 

733. Documents and reports ordered by Members 

of Congress; franks and envelopes for Mem-

bers of Congress. 

734. Stationery and blank books for Congress. 

735. Binding for Senators. 

736. Binding at expense of Members of Congress. 

737. Binding for Senate library. 

738. Binding of publications for distribution to li-

braries. 

739. Senate and House document rooms; super-

intendents. 

740. Senate Service Department and House Publi-

cations Distribution Service; superintend-

ents. 

741. Disposition of documents stored at Capitol. 

AMENDMENTS 

2014—Pub. L. 113–235, div. H, title I, § 1301(c)(1), Dec. 

16, 2014, 128 Stat. 2537, substituted ‘‘Director of the Gov-

ernment Publishing Office’’ for ‘‘Public Printer’’ in 

item 710. 

1996—Pub. L. 104–186, title II, § 223(4)(B), Aug. 20, 1996, 

110 Stat. 1751, substituted ‘‘Senators’’ for ‘‘Members of 

Congress’’ in item 735. 

FEDERAL RECORDS MANAGEMENT PROVISIONS WITHOUT 

EFFECT ON CHAPTER 

Authority and responsibilities under chapter not lim-

ited or repealed by Federal Records Management 

Amendments of 1976, see section 5(b) of Pub. L. 94–575, 

set out as a note under section 2901 of this title. 

§ 701. ‘‘Usual number’’ of documents and reports; 
distribution of House and Senate documents 
and reports; binding; reports on private bills; 
number of copies printed; distribution 

(a) The order by either House of Congress to 

print a document or report shall signify the 

‘‘usual number’’ of copies for binding and dis-

tribution among those entitled to receive them. 

A greater number may not be printed unless or-

dered by either House, or as provided by this 

section. When a special number of a document 

or report is ordered printed, the usual number 

shall also be printed, unless already ordered. 

(b) The ‘‘usual number’’ of documents and re-

ports shall be one thousand six hundred and 

eighty-two copies, which shall be printed at one 

time and distributed as follows: 
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